
Reports for Area AGM January 2019

Area Chair

   I  would like to put on record my thanks to all  those who so enthusiastically end
effectively fill the various positions at Area and in the groups as well as all those who
lead walks and carry out other functions. Without them the Ramblers would not exist
any local level.

   I would also like to thank Malcolm for all his service as my predecessor.

 2018 has been an interesting year with some significant issues.

 I  am cautiously optimistic  that support from CO will  improve and I  have found out
Northern support officer Diane very helpful. They are trying to standardise support to
the various functions

I  have received multiple  requests from CO for  our  reasoning and views on various
issues (usually after they have been asked by other areas) such as 

     Thirlmere and Honiston Zip wires

     4x4 activity on BOATs

     The new Agriculture Bill

     The Glover Review of Designated Landscapes

  I have failed so far to advance the Chalet rebuild issues as I hoped but will work with 
the group on that this year.

Charlie Shepherd

Treasurer

The area account showed a deficit for the year of £ 3,017, in marked contrast to last 
year which had a surplus of £2,629. This was due to the fact that central office saw fit 
not to grant the area any funding whatsoever as they considered that our balance of 
£8,455 was sufficient to meet our 2017/18 expenditure. As a consequence area funds 
going into 2018/19 are down to £ 5,438. However I am pleased to report that our area 
budget request of £4,000 for the coming year will be paid in full.  The accounts show 
an amount of £ 232 spent on footpaths and all of this relates to the Don’t Lose Your 
Way Project. We will now be able to ear mark £2,000 for the coming year for this 
important work and this should be more than sufficient to cover the work of the Kendal 
group whom I understand have a number of projects close to completion
There were no significant payments made from the Sharp Legacy during the year. The 
income from the investment accounts amounted to around £1,500. This leaves a year-
end balance of £14,371. 
Gordon Walker Chalet
Last year I reported that bookings were down by about £1,300 to a level of around 
£7,000. This year there was a slight improvement to £7,480 but it does seem that this 
level of around £7,000 to £7,500 reflects the current trend. Since most of the bookings 
are from members this represents an occupancy rate of around 750 nights per year. 
Based on the previous year running expenses were slightly down and we did not have 
the added burden of legal expenses relating to the on-going saga of the septic tank.  



Consequently we had a trading surplus of £2,120 which when added to the investment 
income and a legacy donation of £250 brought the overall surplus to the year to £9,624
At the end of the year the chalet rebuild fund was £186,504.
Phil Wraith (Area Treasurer
Access Officer

No Report received

Area Footpath Secretary

Sharpe Legacy

The two sums of money agreed at the June 2017 Area Council meeting, for new access 
gates at Helsington Barrows and improvements to the Buttermere shoreline path, have
yet to be donated as both projects are still on-going.

Cumbria Way
The replacement Bell Bridge near Sebergham, which had finally collapsed in January 
2016 having been damaged during Storm Desmond, was opened in December 2017 
allowing the original Cumbria Way route in this area to be walked once again. 

A diversion of the Cumbria Way, north of Ulverston, which was supported by the 
Ramblers, was put in place in the early part of 2018.

A new feedback procedure has been placed on the Area Cumbria Way webpage.

Donation to YDNPA/ CCC
A £1000 donation was given towards the cost of replacing Fisherman’s Bridge 
footbridge over the River Lune northwest of Sedbergh. 

Ease of Use Surveys for LDNPA
Surveys were carried out in May and November 2018.

Dennis Pook

Publicity Officer/Media Contact

I have been approached by the media only on a few occasions in recent years for a “Ramblers 
comment” on some issue.  It would be preferable for someone able to be more proactive could take 
on this role on behalf of Area.   (As an RA member of nearly 45 years, and a national Vice-
President who continues to attend General Council, I am happy to respond if asked by the media 
for my views.  But if someone more active at Group/Area level could take this on, that might be 
preferable.)

England Coast Path 

There has been little tangible progress during this year from a Ramblers’ perspective. The 
promised consultations on the remainder of our stretch (Pilling to Silecroft in two stages) have 
not materialised due to a legal case despite Natural England undertaking most of the work on 
the survey ground. These two consultations are now scheduled for spring 2019. We anticipate 
we shall have to make some serious challenges to the proposals during these consultations.



In December 2017 I attended a series of Public Inquiries into stretches of the proposed Allonby 
to Scotland section but the Planning Inspectorate has not, at the end of 2018, reported back as 
to their conclusions. In the inquiries we were largely supportive of the proposals of NE.

Cumbria County Council are acting as agents for NE in terms of delivering the physical path 
establishment works on Walney Island and between Silecroft and Whitehaven. We expect these
sections to open in 2019 although we are led to understand there are a few remaining 
problems to be resolved. We have raised queries as to the nature of the works on two sections 
of the ECP. One is on Walney the other on the established route near Workington.

The full path is due to open in 2020. If this is to be achieved in the Lake District Area then we 
fear a number of unsatisfactory, more easily deliverable options will be enforced upon us. 
There is certainly a case to be made for National Office to press government for improvements 
to the route, on a national basis, after 2020.

Ian Brodie
December 2018.

Publicity Officer

I have been approached by the media only on a few occasions in recent years for a “Ramblers 
comment” on some issue.  It would be preferable for someone able to be more proactive could take 
on this role on behalf of Area.   (As an RA member of nearly 45 years, and a national Vice-
President who continues to attend General Council, I am happy to respond if asked by the media 
for my views.  But if someone more active at Group/Area level could take this on, that might be 
preferable.)

AONB’s

 Arnside & Silverdale

The Local Plan for AONB is reaching its final stages with good outcome. The revised 
Management Plan is proceeding well after public consultation.

There is to be a public inquiry into the various paths at Browns Houses, Silverdale. Very
long-standing dispute and coastal path will come through the site.

Bowland

Not much activity in the north but a big Landscape project round Pendle Hill.

North Pennines 

 Attended  2 of the 3 meetings in the year. Received advice/support on the mine water
treatment project near Nenthead.    

Coordinated  with  the  Pennine  way  Trails  group  on  response  to  the  Glover  report
especially for finding of National Trails. .

Currently the 2019 budget is only reduced by 5% which is better than most.  



They are working on a scheme to extend the Pennine Bridleway into our area and 
eventually to the border.

Chalet

The RA Area team is progressing with plans for a modern disposal unit to replace the existing 
septic tank.

Designs are being drawn up for a replacement chalet using mainly factory made sub uni

Membership

The total Lake District Area 
membership has 

declined by 59

      during the last 12 
months. Brenda Iles

MEMBERSHIP AT
END OF NOV  2018

    

   

GROUP MEMBERS
HIP AT

31.08.18

MEMBERS
HIP AT

31.11.18

CHANGE    

FURNESS 113 109 -4

GRANGE 106 108 +2

KENDAL 285 284 -1

LANCASTER 253 256           +3

PENRITH 369 360 -9

LD97(Was 
West 
Cumbria)

73          70 -3

CARLISLE 148 145 -3

LD50

(SUMMIT 
GOOD)

44 40 -4

LD98 

(OUT OF 
AREA)

5 5 0

LD96 

(NO 
CONNECTION 
WITH ANY 
GROUP)

41 41 0

TOTALS 1437 1418 -19



  

Carlisle & North Cumbria Group

During this period there were 61 walks as follows:

Area Number of walks %

Lake District 35 57

North Cumbria 13 22

Pennines 6 10

Scotland 2 3

Northumberland 1 2

Local Carlisle 2 3

West Cumbria 2 3

Grade %

Easy 21

Moderate 40

Hard/strenuous 39

Group membership averaged around 150.

The annual ‘bluebell walk’ through Flakebridge Wood and Dufton Ghyll was timed to 
perfection. The annual charity barbecue was again held at Beaumont village hall. The 
weather was excellent and the event took place in the open air. This was well attended 
and £412 was raised. 



A large number of walkers -members and non members- participated in The Helvellyn 
challenge walk held in July in near perfect conditions. 

Tony Iles 

Grange Group 

This year we have had a full programme of weekly walks ranging from easy low level
walks to walks in the high fells. The numbers walking have increased quite noticeably
and it  has  been encouraging  that  the  number  of  walk  leaders  has  also  increased.
During the course of the year we have welcomed several new members as well  as
several visiting walkers.

We have held several very successful social events including a coach outing to the
Buttermere area and another to Jervaulx Abbey. The year was rounded off with our
Christmas lunch in early December.

Throughout the year several members have been involved in completing Ease of Use
Surveys and objections  to the closure of  Bailey lane have been submitted.  We are
hoping that Central Office will run one of their proposed leadership training day in the
Lake District area in the coming year.

Kendal

 Group membership is now just below 300; there is a continuing slow decline in 
members. But our twice-weekly walks are well supported.

 We now have approx 90% of members receiving all communication by email.
 KR contributed £1000 towards Fishermans Bridge on the Lune
 KR has also promised £1000 towards the Canal Trust
 38 members enjoyed a 4 day break in the Brecon Beacons in April
 The annual Hot Pot Supper was attended by 50 members and friends.
 After some lively discussion/emails on the subject of dogs on walks KR had a 

stand at the Westmorland Show again, a regular presence now.
 , there was an overwhelming majority wish to maintain the status quo ie no dogs 

allowed 

Furness

No Report received

Lancaster Group

The group organised twice-weekly walks throughout the year, with additional evening 
walks during the summer. We were able to provide a full programme.

Committee remains unchanged.



The “Lost Ways” project continues with a consolidation of the research so far.

A “Leaders Day”, celebrating leading and exchanging information, was held early in the
year.

A map-reading day was held in November.

We also had two treks, in Derbyshire and at the Chalet at Stair, and a holiday in 
Torquay -  all very popular.

Membership fell slightly.

We also contributed to the Yorkshire Dales national Park programme to improve paths 
on Whernside, and to the Bowland Mountain Rescue Team for upgraded support 
equipment.

GDPR awaiting final guidance from CO.

We sadly lost a founder Group member, Joan Hibberd,also very active at Area level.

Lancashire County Council

 Still starved of funds with large and increasing list of defects.

RA is hoping to persuade LCC to allow practical work to be done by our group teams

No rangers left and attempts are being made to find NGOs willing to manage various 
LCC recreational sites.

DMMOs are speeding up with a new member of staff.

Penrith Group 

Penrith Ramblers group continues to remain vibrant, and we now have six weekly walks
arranged on Wednesdays for each of the walking groups (A, B+, B, C, Strollers and 
Strollers 2) as well as an occasional B/C walk, plus a regular Saturday walk. In addition 
in the summer there are Thursday evening walks and alternate Sunday walks during 
June and July, led by our chairman Graham Allan, when this year the Lake District 
Boundary walk was begun.

Training courses have been organised to encourage more leaders and to optimise map-
reading skills.

Our website is very well used and is being continually improved, with a new Archive 
section. Also our Facebook page is extremely popular: members from most groups 
regularly post photos taken on walks, and the current week’s walks are also available 
there.

Committee meetings were all well attended.

We have had several social functions this year including a walking holiday in Whitby in 
the spring, a trip to the Garden of Cosmic Speculation and a guided visit to Hutton in 
the Forest both during the summer, and a walking holiday to Spain in October, all of 
which have been very much enjoyed.



Our Chairman Graham Allan has now stepped down from his post after ten years of 
committed dedication, and at the AGM was presented with a Commendation Award 
from The Ramblers in recognition of all his hard work. The new Chair is Neil Beatham.

Sue Marshall

Summit Good

No Report received


